
Our Lady of Lourdes 
and Saint Michael, Uxbridge 

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time (B), 17th January 2021 

 

 

 

Masses in bold will be livestreamed 
 

Saturday 16th January 
Sat Commemoration of Our Lady 
10am Bridget Lee (int) 
2pm-4pm Wedding Preparation #1 
(Zoom) 
5pm Our Lady of Lourdes (tx) 
 

Sunday 17th January 
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8am Surjit Kaur Kalyan (RIP) 
9.30am Eusebia Alodia Gutierrez (RIP) 
11am Krystyna Lewandowska (RIP) 
 

Church Closed for Communal Worship 
from today 
 

Monday 18th January Feria 
8.30am Maria Lechowicz (int)  
10.15am Mary Xavier (Funeral, family 
only) 
 

Tuesday 19th January Feria 
9.30am Gert Bujaj (int)  
  
 

Wednesday 20th January—St Fabian 
9.30am Policarpo Goes (4th Ann)  
1pm John William Gushue (Funeral, fami-
ly only) 
 

Thursday 21st January St Agnes 
NO MASS 
 

Friday 22nd January St Vincent 
6pm Audrey Skinner (4th Ann) 
 

Saturday 23rd January 
Sat Commemoration of Our Lady 
10am Gerard Ward (RIP) 
 

Sunday 24th January 
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9.30am  Anne Byrne (int)/Paddy Sheridan 
(RIP) 
 
 
To access our livestreamed Masses  
please visit our website or go to  
YouTube and type in ‘Uxbridge Parish’ 
    
  
 
 
 
 
  

Parish Diary  

 
 

Our Church and the Current Lockdown  

Over the last week I have been listening very carefully to the com-
ments of parishioners about the lockdown and I have consulted with 
both the Parish Team and the Volunteers Team (on whom we rely to 
keep the church safe and clean). Many feel strongly that the church 
building should close for the time being and all services be moved 
online. Others feel strongly that the church should remain open. 

COVID is more virulent than ever and the infection rate has not signif-
icantly declined. Yet another new variant has appeared in Brazil and, 
if we needed any reminder of the seriousness of the risk, the largest 
morgue in the country has been set up in Ruislip (at Breakspear Crem-
atorium) to serve the area.  

Here in the parish, numbers at services have dramatically declined 
since the new year and it is a challenge to ensure we have enough 
stewards to make sure the church is as safe and clean as possible. At 
present several Catholic churches around us have chosen to close for 
communal worship and it seems that any large gathering does not be-
long to the spirit of the government’s message to ‘stay at home.’  

After much thought and with a heavy heart we have decided to close 
our church for communal worship from Monday 18th January for 
the safety of everyone, We will review this in two weekend’s time and 
hope that, once things have stabilised, we can reopen for at least some 
services. Lent, after all, is only a month away! In the meantime, Mass-
es will be available online in the usual way. Please check the schedule 
on this newsletter. We will also be looking for other ways of support-
ing people’s spiritual lives in this difficult time. 

Funerals will continue to be celebrated, where required. In fact, since 
Christmas we have sadly got ten funerals booked for January and early 
February already—in a normal year we would expect to have about 
one funeral a month. 

I realise this decision will not be popular with everyone but it is de-
signed as a ‘circuit breaker’ at this particular time of crisis. Let’s hope 
it will not last long and let’s support each other with our prayers. Do 
get in touch if we can help in anyway. Fr Nicholas 

Connie Dodd RIP We were sad to hear of the recent death of Mary 
(Connie) Dodd, a long standing parishioners, who had moved to a 
nursing home in Staines. She was 90. Her funeral will be celebrated 
here on 27th January. May she rest in peace. 

COVID Tests Hillingdon residents without symptoms can now get a 
free test at the Civic Centre (or Becks Theatre, Hayes). These must be 
pre-booked: please visit https://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/community-
testing 

COVID Vaccine Both Pope Francis and Pope Emeritus Benedict re-
ceived their COVID vaccine this last week and we are encouraged to 
do so too for the good of our health and that of others. Pope Francis 
has spoken of the vaccine as an ‘ethical action’ - see htttps://
www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2021-01/pope-francis-benedict-
xvi-covid-19-vaccine-html    
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First Communion Class 
The next class for children on 
Zoom takes place on Monday 
25th January at 6pm. A link 
will be sent to all those in the 
programme earlier that day. 
 

Confirmation Class The 
next session on Zoom for our 
Confirmation candidates 
takes place on Tuesday 26th 
January at 7pm. A link will 
be sent to all those in the pro-
gramme earlier that day. 
 

Ignatian Prayer Group on 
Zoom begins again at 6pm on 
Tuesday 26th January and 
lasts for about 45 minutes. If 
you are not already on the list 
and would like to join, please 
let us know! 
 

Talk on Zoom ‘I Believe in 
Angels’ Fr Nicholas will look 
at the Catholic understanding 
of the angels and some of the 
traditions associated with this 
devotion on Friday 29th Jan-
uary at 7pm. More details to 
follow.  
 

Congratulations to one of 
our parishioners, Professor 
Mohan Edirisinghe, who has 
been awarded the OBE for 
services to Biomedical Engi-
neering in the New Year 
Honours. As a parish we are 
very proud of his life’s work 
and achievements! 
 
 

Parking Notice Please re-
member that vehicles parked 
between the nearest lamppost 
to the railings and the round-
about will be liable to receive 
a ticket at weekends. Please 
also exercise care when leav-
ing vehicles parked on the 
dual carriageway and avoid 
blocking any entrance gates 
to the BT building or Pavil-
ions. Thanks!    
 

Different ways you can fi-
nancially support our par-
ish  

• Set up a Standing Order - 
which is the easiest and most 
regular method 

• Using planned giving en-
velopes  

• Use the Virgin Giving op-
tion on our Parish Website - 
simply click and follow the 
simple instructions. You can 
make single payments or set 
up regular payments via this 
option, using gift aid if you 
wish. 

• Use the contactless giving 
using the machine in the 
porch. 

• Use the good old fash-
ioned basket at the back of 
the church! 

 
 

In case you are admitted to 
hospital please indicate on 
entering hospital that your 
details are to be passed to the 
RC Chaplain. Alternatively 
contact Fr Nicholas.  
 

Point to Ponder: ‘When we 
lift up our eyes to God, life’s 
problems do not go away, no; 
instead we feel certain that 
the Lord grants us the 
strength to deal with them. 
The first step towards an atti-
tude of worship, then, is to 
“lift up our eyes”. Our wor-
ship is that of disciples who 
have found in God a new and 
unexpected joy. Worldly joy 
is based on wealth, success 
or similar things, always with 
ourselves at the centre. The 
joy of Christ’s disciples, on 
the other hand, is based on 
the fidelity of God, whose 
promises never fail, whatever 
the crises we may face. Filial 
gratitude and joy awaken 
within us a desire to worship 
the Lord, who remains ever 
faithful and never abandons 
us.’ (Pope Francis)  

 
 
 
 
 

 

COVID Prayer 

To our brothers and sisters who have 
contracted 
and are suffering due to the Corona-
virus Disease, 
we pray that God’s healing hand 
may rest upon you. 
To medical doctors, nurses and the 
supporting staff 
who are in the frontline of the fight 
against COVID-19, 
may the Good Lord sustain you and 

inspire you 
to render your life-saving services 
with due care, love and compas-
sion. 
To all those who have lost their 
loved ones due to the Corona-
virus outbreak, 
we convey our deepest sympa-
thies. 
Amen. 

Parish Priest  
Fr Nicholas Schofield: 
M.A., S.T.B., F.S.A., 
F.R.Hist.S. 
uxbridge@rcdow.org.uk 
  

Pastoral Assistant 

Angela Atkins: 
angelaatkins@rcdow.org.uk 


